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In accordance with the foregoing instructions, the Bureau of 
Information of the Business Men's Association present the 
following Facts About Williamsburg and Vicinity. In the 
preparation of this paper it has been our purpose to state facts 
and facts only^ and the statements made herein can be vouched 
for. We trust that those into whose hands it may fall will read 
it with the full confidence that it was written for the sole 
purpose of setting forth accurately and truthfully the advan- 
tages of our city and section; and that it may be acted upon 
with the assurance that investigation will verify every assertion 

herein contained. 

Respectfully, 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION, 
Of the Business Men's Association of Williamsburg, Va, 




FACTS ABOUT 

Williamsburg and Vicinity. 



THE CITY. 



THE City of Williamsburg, Virginia, is situated on the 
historic peninsula between the James and the York Rivers, 
three miles from the former, and four from the latter. It is the 
oldest incorporated town in the State, and boasts of having 
received its charter from royal hands. It was known in early 
colonial days as Middle Plantations, and the first act of its 
incorporation was passed in 1632. The capital of the colony 
was moved from Jamestown here in 1699 on account of the 
superior healthfulness of this locality, and was in 1779 removed 
to Richmond in order to be more centrally located. 
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The city is laid out in good old English fashion with wide 
and airy streets and spacious courts, and it still retains these 
characteristics, which at once make upon visitors a pleasing 
impression. The main street is known as Duke of Gloucester 
Street, one mile in length, and ninety feet wide, free from hills, 
with a gentle incline westward, and lined on either side with 
beautiful shade-trees of different varieties. This colonial boule- 
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yard has at one end the ancient and honorable College of 
William and Mary, and at the other the site of the colonial 
capitol, once "a noble, beautiful and commodious pile, built at 
the cost of Queen Anne," thus connecting the seat of learning 
with the seat of government. 

All the streets of the city are laid out with mathematical 
precision, and are built up with houses, constructed both of 
wood and brick, the style of the architecture varying from the 
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quaint colonial, with its massive chimneys and dormer windows, 
to that of the Hn-de-siecle, with all the modern improvements in 
keeping with fantastic design and attractive appearance. 

In the centre of the city, surrounded by a beautiful park of 
several acres, adorned with rows of wide- spreading lindens and 
elms, is the Court-house, designed by Sir Christopher Wren. 
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Within this temple of justice have sat some of the most learned 
jurists of the land, and its walls have resounded with the voices 
of men whose reputation as lawyers and orators was not con- 
fined to this county or State. 

On the north side of the city, and fronting a lovely court of 
large proportions, is the site of the colonial palace ; and leading 
from it is Dunmore Street, named for the last colonial governor, 
who occupied the stalely mansion that once graced the spot. 

Near the centre of the city stands Bruton Episcopal Church, 
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with its ivy-clad walls, one of the largest and best specimens of 
the colonial churches of Virginia. Five presidents of the 
United States have been worshippers within it. Pocahontas, it 
is said," was baptized from its font. "For generations statesmen, 
warriors, knights, councillors, senators, governors, and divines 
have worshipped there ; and in its church-yard are buried two 
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children of Mrs. Martha Custis, who married George Wash- 
ington ; and many others sleep there who were well known in 
their day." "The noblest traditions and associations of the heroic 
age of the old Commonwealth of Virginia and the American 
people cluster around this historic church ; and if the figures 
and faces of the patriots and political thinkers, who toiled at the 
foundations of our representative system of government, and 
built up a structure strong and stable — if the men who adorn 
the Revolutionary period of our national history and were con- 
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slant attendants at .the services of Bruton Church — could be 
photographed in one great group, such a picture would give us 
at one glance a view of the noblest collection of men produced 
by any age or any country." 

Opposite the Court-house stands the Powder Horn, built of 
brick and so called from its peculiar shape. This building, 
erected during the administration of Governor Alexander 
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Spottswood, 1714, was used as a powder magazine before the 
Revolution, has recently been repaired by the Society for the 
Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, and now used as a 
museum is a quaint and unique structure, and an object of 
much interest to visitors. 

The Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad passes through the northern 
limits of the city, and the depot is distant only about three 
hundred yards from its principal street. 
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Fronting on Frances Street, and within the corporation is the 
Eastern Hospital, one of the State's noble charities, and the 
oldest of its kind in America. This institution, aside from its 
farm and garden, is surrounded by about sixteen acres of land, 
laid off into walks, drives and parks, beautified with trees, 
flowers and fountains, presenting a scene picturesque and attrac- 
tive. It is governed by a board of directors, composed of 
gentlemen of prominence, selected from different sections of 




the State, who serve without compensation. It is directly 
managed by a superintendent, who is a physician, chosen for 
his executive ability, and he is assisted by a corps of able and 
efficient officers. For the support of this institution there are 
paid out annually about eiglity thousand dollars, a large per 
cent, of which is spent here, and has on its pay-roll over one 
hundred officers and employees. 
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The State Normal Scb-iol is also located here, and is likewise 
supported by an alloH-ance of fifteen thousand dollars from the 
treasury of the common wealth. Of this institution and its work 
we will, however, speak more fully in the following pages. 

Near the Eastern end of Duke of Gloucester Street, and on 
the site now occnpied bj' the store of L. W. Lane & Son, once 
stood the historic Raleigh Tavern, with its famous Apollo Hall, 
the meeting place of the patriots who there, in the davs just 




preceding the Revolulion, deliberated on the crises that had 
then arisen. A few yards farther east, and in the triangle 
formed by the divergence of two streets, stood the colonial 
Capitol, which was burned in 1832. There now can be seen 
the massive foundations of the structure, once the Capitol of 
the Old Dominion, in which the House of Burgesses met until 
the seat of government was removed to Richmond. 

To the student of history, and to those fond of antiquarian 
lore, the associations which cluster around this locality render 
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it peculiarly attractive; and amid these scenes, which tell of a 
glorious past, they can ponder "until their hearts expand and 
their lips give utterance to that exclamation which aroused a 
continent from slumber." 

The population of our city is perhaps more homogeneous than 
that of almost any other community. Our people still retain 
the original traits and characteristics of their English descent, 
which is a guarantee that they will give those who come among 
them and cast their lot with them a warm and cordial welcome. 
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THE QTY GOVERNMENT. 

The population of the city of Williamsburg, from the best 
information at hand, at this time is two thousand one hundred 
and forty-five. 

The city government is vested in a mayor and six councilmen, 
who together form a common council. They are a body politic 
and corporate by the name of the city of Williamsburg, Va. 

The mayor, six councilmen, a sergeant and a commissioner 
of the revenue are elected every two years under the general 
election laws of this State, and hold office for a period of two 
years from the first day of July next succeeding their election. 
The city of Williamsburg and the county of James City elect 
jointly a treasurer, a sheriff, a commonwealth's attorney and a 
clerk of the courts ; but the city is a separate school district, 
and has a school superintendent of its own. The rate of taxa- 
tion for city purposes has for many years been seventy cents 
on the one hundred dollars of assessed value of real and personal 
property. This rate was, however, raised to one dollar about 
four years ago, the additional thirty cents being employed in 
defraying cost of the erection and equipment of a large, well- 
constructed brick school-house for the white children of the city. 
The last series of the bonds issued for this purpose will be due 
and paid July i, 1901. The city is absolutely unencumbered 
by debt. 

A new and very complete charter has just been granted the 
city by the legislature. In this charter liberal privileges are 
given to our city council, but our tax-rate for city purposes is 
restricted to ninety cents on the one hundred dollars of assessed 
value of real and personal property. By the action of this 
charter our corporate limits have been extended so as to include 
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the section known as West End, and heretofore being a part 
of York county. 

The W^st End lies between our Boundary Street ^and the 
main stage road to Richmond, and comprises about forty acres. 
Through this some of our streets have been extended and others 
laid out and named. The squares formed by these streets are 
laid off into lots fifty by three hundred feet, are well drained 
and can be bought at very reasonable prices, and here free sites 
can be secured for any manufacturing enterprise right on the 
line of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway. The city has a length 
of about one and a half miles, with an average width of about 
one-half mile. 

The streets of the city run east and west, intersected by cross 
streets running north and south. These streets bear the names 
of well-known English persons and places, are well laid out, 
nicely graded, have an excellent natural drainage, assisted where 
needed by artificial means, and well lighted under a contract 
with the Welsbach Street Lighting Company of America. 
There is, however, a plan now on foot to introduce electric lights 
both for public and private use. 

The main highway from Richmond, sixty miles distant, to 
Newport News, twenty-seven miles, Hampton, thirty-six miles, 
and Old Point, thirty-nine miles, passes through the city, and 
roads leading to Jamestown, seven miles, and to Yorktown, 
twelve miles distant, are kept in good condition, as they are 
much travelled by tourists and others, who daily visit these 
places of absorbing historic interest. 



22 FACTS ABOUT WILLIAMSBURG AND VICINITY. 



HEALTHFULNESS. 

This city is situated immediately on the ridge of the peninsula 
between the James and York Rivers, and has a natural drainage 
that is well-nigh perfect. The main street of the town runs 
due east and west on this ridge, and the water falling on the 
south side goes to the historic James River, and that falling on 
the north side finds its way to the salt waters of the noble York. 

We have an elevation above tidezvater at Old Point of ninety- 
seven feet, as ascertained by the engineers of the^ United States 
Coast Survey, and also by the line of levels run in constructing 
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway. We are distant about forty 
miles from the sea. Our average temperature in January rarely 
falls below thirty degrees, in February about thirty-five, and in 
March thirty-eight degrees. These figures are taken from gov- 
ernment observations, and represent an average season. Our 
air is mild and bland, modified by the warm vapors of the Gulf 
Stream, which is only a short distance off our coast. 

Our prevailing winds are southerly, and blow here a portion 
of nearly every day in warm weather, serving to moderate the 
heat, while they almost invariably continue after dark until 
morning, making a '^hot night'' in this locality a rare occurrence. 

Our elevation and perfect drainage combine to render us free 
from the ''mosquito," which makes life a burden in so many 
otherwise charming localities. During the summer just past 
we were as free from these pests as almost any mountain section. 
This fact makes a profound impression upon strangers, for 
they come here with the idea that they will be devoured by 
these blood-suckers, but when they have spent a summer night 
at "Colonial Inn," with their windows up, no netting, and a 
delightful breeze playing through the room, they rise in the 
morning invigorated and refreshed, continue their stay, and 



24 FACTS ABOUT WILLIAMSBURG AND VICINITY. 

when they leave, they do so with regret, but inspired with the 
hope that they may some day return and enjoy the blessings 
which nature has so bountifully bestowed upon us. 

The healthfulness of this city is beyond dispute, and our claim 
in this important regard can be sustained by evidence of the 
highest character. The last United States census returns show 
that the average death-rate for the various States of the Union 
is eighteen to every one thousand of population ; that the death- 
rate for the State of Virginia is 14.02; that the death-rate of 
the Peninsula, including the counties of New Kent, Charles 
City, James City, York and Warwick, is only 11.92; while the 
city of Williamsburg, from the mortuary reports kept for the 
census year 1890 by the city council, shows the remarkably low 
death-rate of 8.33 to the one thousand of white population, 
which is over fifty per cent, less than the average death-rate of 
the cities of the United States. 

We desire to call special attention to the above statistics, and 
trust that they will be read, carefully considered, and compared 
with those of other cities and sections, feeling confident that a 
nezv and all-important fact will be learned in regard to this 
favored locality. 

The College of William and Mary, located here, has been in 
existence over two hundred years, and during that period has 
had attending its exercises thousands of students; yet in all 
that time only ten deaths have occurred among the students, and 
three of these were from accidental causes. We have in our 
town over two thousand people, and we boast of only two 
regular physicians, practicing outside over an area of surround- 
ing country whose radius is fully ten miles ; and yet the purses 
of these doctors, who get the usual fees, have not grown 
plethoric as the result of their labors. 

Malignant fevers of any character are rare, and when such 
do occur it seems to be the opinion of the medical fraternity 
that they were not indigenous, but brought here by persons who 
had gotten the germs of the disease elsewhere. A short tirhe- 
ago a resident physician whose practice has extended over a 
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period of forty-odd years, said that in all that time he had seen 
only a very few cases of typhoid fever and only one of spinal 
meningitis. 

Our water is obtained from wells whose average depth is 
about thirty feet, dug through strata of white and blue marl, 
which is a lime deposit. This water is clear, cold, pleasant to 
the taste, and when kept free from surface impurities is con- 
sidered wholesome; but pure artesian water is easily obtained 
here, and we have one well of this kind driven to a depth of 
three hundred feet, which flows one hundred and twenty gallons 
to the minute, and this has been going on for several years with 
no diminution in volume. 

Pneumonia, and inflammatory diseases generally, are very 
rare. Persons coming here from the northwest find great relief 
from catarrhal troubles; and the absence of tubercular con- 
sumption, or its extreme rarity is well authenticated. 

Blizzards, tornadoes and cyclones, with all their attendant 
horrors are unknown here; and a gentleman of rare intelli- 
gence and of extensive travel has recently declared, "I believe 
this section possesses more perfect days than any other in 
America east of California." 

The above statements, in regard to the healthfulness of 
Williamsburg, are remarkable, and no doubt some will hesitate- 
in accepting them as facts, yet remarkable as they may seem, 
they are undeniable, healthy facts, and appeal strongly to one's 
sense of duty to himself and family when seeking a place of 
residence or business. 
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EDUCATIONAL. 

Our educational advantages are equal to any in the land. We 
have here a "model school," where children of tender years are 
taught by competent teachers according to whiat are esteemed 
to be the latest and best methods. 

We have also a public school housed in a new and commo- 
dious building of modern construction, well heated, properly 
ventilated, and equipped with appliances for successful instruc- 
tion, where the children of the town are taught by faithful and 
experienced teachers, not only the elementary branches, but if 
they so elect, are given a high school course, thus fitting them 
for the practical work of life. The College of William and 
Marv is also located here. This venerable institution, chartered 
in 1693 by the English sovereigns whose names it bears, was up 
to the Revolution the only college south of the Potomac. From 
her halls have gone out some of the foremost men of our coun- 
try, among whom have been three Presidents of the United 
States; the author of the Declaration of Independence; John 
Marshall, the great expounder of the Constitution, and a host 
of others, whose influence was potent in the formation of our 
government, and who have left their impress upon our grand 
and glorious republic. 

This institution, of which Washington was chancellor, has 
thrice been destroyed by fire, but each time has arisen Phoenix- 
like from her ashes, is now in an era of renewed prosperity, 
having in connection with its collegiate course the "State Nor- 
mal School," where young men are trained to become teachers 
in the public schools of the State. 

The expenses of a student whose parents reside in Virginia, 
and who takes the normal course, is only ten dollars per month, 
which includes board, washing, fuel and lights. 



30 FACTS ABOUT WILLIAMSBURG AND VICINITY. 

At William and Mary a young man can secure a collegiate 
education at less expense than elsewhere, and at the same time 
be surrounded by scenes and influences that will inspire him 
with courage and perseverance in the great battle of life. The 
social advantages here for a student are exceptional for this 
city, which has enjoyed the advantages of an institution of 
learning ever since the time when the Blue Ridge Mountains 
were considered the **Far West," and where the "Graces and 
the Muses" have so long combined to cultivate the aesthetic 
tastes of her people, has for many years been recognized as the 
centre of a delightful intellectual and social life. 
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RELIGIOUS. 

The religious denominations of our city are Methodist, Bap- 
tist, Presbyterian and Episcopalian, all of which have neat and 
comfortable houses of worship. In each of these, services are 
lield twice on Sunilay, and once during tlie week. Each has a 
Sunday-school attached, which is well attended. All the usual 
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societies which are adjuncts to church work exist liere and seem 
to be in a healthy and flourishing condition. The Sabbath is 
strictly observed ; a large per cent, of our people are church 
members; nearly all regularly attend divine worship, and the 
pastors are faithful and zealous workers in the Master's vine- 
vard. 
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FARM LANDS, Etc, 

Williamsburg is directly surrounded by sixty-four thousand 
acres of land, about thirty-five thousand acres of which lie in 
Jamestown District of James City county, and the remaining 
twenty-nine thousand in Bruton District of York county. 
These two districts lie between the Tames and the York Rivers, 
the former fronting about fifteen miles on the James, and the 
latter about twelve miles on the York. 

These lands are divided into tracts of various size, ranging 
anywhere from one hundred to two thousand acres. They 
require no ditching, being naturally well drained. The soil 
varies from the alluvial and stiff soil, along the rivers, to the 
sandy uplands, nearly all of which have a substratum of clay, 
which every farmer knows is so essential to retain whatever is 
put upon land in the way of improvement. 

In some places these lands are not very productive, having 
in the past been overworked and little attention given them, but 
nowhere and in no country are the lands more grateful or make 
a more generous response to kind treatment. We have known 
instances where these lands, by proper attention, have been in 
a few years redeemed from a worn-out condition to one of 
extreme fertility, and that at little cost to the owners. 

Here farming can be so planned as to be able to raise two 
crops on the same land in one year, which is often done. The 
farms in this section are mostly well watered by running 
streams, and very many border on creeks, which are navigable 
for vessels of moderate draft. 

Nearly all the staple products of the country thrive here, such 
as corn, wheat, oats, rye, barley, peanuts, and all kinds of garden 
truck, such as peas, beans, potatoes, melons, tomatoes, and 
berries, all of which grow to perfection. 
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Experience of recent years has proved that as fine grass can 
be grown here as in any section, and to-day there are but few 
farmers who have not their field of either clover, timothy or 
orchard- grass, which is cut and housed for provender, and in 
some instances baled and sent to market. 

Some of our larger tracts are admirably adapted to stock 
raising, which is now carried on to some extent with consider- 
able profit. As our winters are generally niikl, cattie i 




out all winter, making their own living with little or no feed; 
^nd in this it can be readily seen that wc have the advantage of 
liany other sections, where in winter the stock consumes nearly 
sll the grain and provender raised on the farm. 

Tobacco, which is the leading crop now in Midland Virginia, 
*as once raised here in large quantities, and shipped abroad ; 
but for many years its cultivation has been abandoned. There 
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is now some talk of going back to the "raising of the weed," 
and there is no good reason why this should not be so, for as 
fine shipping tobacco can be raised here as anywhere; this is 
abundantly proved by small patches of it that every year, here 
and there, the farmers raise for their own use. The raising of 
trucks for shipment has in recent years been carried on with 
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increasing activity in this locality, and the volume of business 
in this line was larger last year than ever, as hundreds of car- 
loads of melons, potatoes, cabbage, etc., were shipped to north- 
ern and western matkets, from which handsome profits were 
realized. 
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The numerous mill-ponds and creeks of this section teem with 
sh of different species, which in some cases contribute largely 
to the support of the family. When these ponds are not con- 
'venient, artificial fish-ponds can easily be constructed and 
stocked with fish, which can be readily obtained from the United 
States Fish Commission, as has been done in several places 
xr^ear here. 

Our facilities for shipping are of the best. We are in direct 
^rrommunication, either by rail or water with the nearby markets 
<ZDi Richmond, Norfolk, Newport News, Hampton and Ports- 
:»Tiouth, and in quick connection with all the large markets of the 
JNorth and West. 

In and around Williamsburg are many fine vacant lots 
JDeculiarly well-suited for dwellings and factory sites, which can 
fce secured at moderate cost. 

There are inducements here for the establishment of factories, 
Xvhich we believe would do well ; such enterprises as hub and 
spoke, canning, broom and peanut factories could be largely, if 
xiot entirely, supplied with raw material from this immediate 
vicinity. 

We have here in abundance clay, which has repeatedly been 
tested and found to be of a high grade, suitable for the manu- 
:facture of bricks equal to any on the market to-day. 

We believe the manufacture of bricks would be a paying 
"business here, as the clay is good, labor cheap, fuel in abundance 
St a very low cost, and a ready market found for them at a good 
price in the near by progressive and rapidly growing cities of 
Newport News and Hampton, where they are in constant 
demand. 
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INDUSTRIES. 

The business and enterprises of the city and vicinity are quite 
diversified. We have in the city twenty-four general stores, 
carrying stocks varying in value from a few hundred dollars 
to as much as twenty thousand dollars, some of them doing a 
wholesale as well as retail business. There has not. been an 
assignment here for the past eight years, although some of the 
firms have been established here for thirty years, and most of 
them carrying up-to-date stocks, and seem to be in a thrifty 
condition. There are wheelwright and blacksmith shops, sev- 
eral wood and coal yards. We have a most excellent hotel, 
capable of accommodating one hundred guests, thorough, com- 
plete and comfortable in all its appointments, which tourists 
declare to surpass many in towns whose population far exceeds 
ours. Besides we have a number of places well kept for private 
entertainment, for transient and local guests. 

In the past three years four new enterprises have been organ- 
ized, and are in successful operation. The first of which was 
the Peninsula Bank, opened under favorable conditions in April, 
1897, and has achieved a success even beyond the expectations 
of its stockholders, having in this time laid aside a surplus equal 
to fifty per cent of the capital stock, in addition to paying 
regular eight per cent, dividends. 

In the spring of 1898, an ice plant, with a capacity of four 
tons a day, was established by an enterprising citizen, who has 
found the same a paying investment, from which ice is delivered 
in season at the doors of its customers at reasonable rates. 

A little later in the same year an extensive saw-mill, planing 
mill and moulding factory was established by other enterprising 
citizens, and although they work a full force on full time, their 
supply has not equaled the demand. Their timber, consisting of 
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oak, pine, cypress, etc., is cut in the crude state from the forests 
of this vicinity, where there is an inexhaustible supply, and 
turned out in finished form and delivered ready for the builder's 
use. 

During 1899 a charter was granted to the Williamsburg 
Steam Laundry Company, which is noiw in full operation, doing 
first-class work, and is paying well. This company has com- 
pleted recently a commodious building, into which its machinery 
has just been moved in order to accommodate its large and 
increasing patronage. 

Fjsh and Oysters. 

Being located on a peninsula between the York and James 
Rivers, fishing and oystering form an important part of our 
industry. York River supplies a large portion of the oysters 
for local and northern markets, in all of which the York River 
oyster is prized for its excellent flavor. From both rivers large 
quantities of excellent fish of various kinds are constantly ship- 
ped. Both of these industries furnish employment to a host of 
men, and is a source of large income to those engaged in them. 

Timber. 

The timber supply seems inexhaustible, the largest individual 
contractor for cord-wood and railroad ties in the State being 
located in this city. There are also many large saw-mills in the 
forests of this section, all running to their full capacity. 

A knitting mill company has recently been organized here, 
with a capital stock of fifty thousand dollars, and work on the 
plant is now in progress. 

This enterprise, which is under the control of a board of 
directors composed of the best business men in this community, 
is located immediately on the line of the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railway, with side-track running up to the mill, so that coal and 
other supplies can be brought to the mill, and the finished pro- 
duct shipped away without the expense of hauling. 

This mill will bg equipped with the latest and best machinery. 
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and when finished will be one of the most complete of its kind in 
the country, and will employ about two hundred hands; thus 
those who choose to locate here may reasonably expect to find 
employment for at least some members of their families. 

We have a good newspaper, the Firginia Gazette, which has 
been established since 1736, It is one of the best weekly papers 
published in any town. It continues to improve daily, and is a 
source of great benefit to this vicinity. 




The Gazette als'D maintains a job-printing office, where print- 
ing is done in a neat and up-to-date manner. 

We have five lawyers, three physicians, three insurance 
agents, one dentist, two druggists, two butchers and other 
artisans of various kinds. 

We have also a Masonic Lodge, a Young- Men's Christian 
Association, a Business Men's Association, and also Magruder- 
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Ewell Camp of Confederate Veterans, all of which are in a 
nourishing condition. 

A charter has recently been granted by our State Legislature 
for the construction of an electric railway from Jamestown via 
this city to Yorktown; and a bill is now pendinjf in Congress, 
with every assurance of its speedy passage, for the purchase of 
the "Temple Farm," the spot upon which Lord Cornwallis 
surrendered his army to General Washington, and converting' 




the same into- a national park. If these two projects should 
materialize, great benefit would follow both to this city and 
surrounding country, and real estate here would be materially 
advanced in value, and facilities for transportation would be 
greatly increased. 
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TRANSPORTATION. 

The transportation facilities of Williamsburg are such that 
our manufactured products can be placed in the very best 
markets of the country in an exceedingly short time. The 
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Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad touches the corporation, while the 
James and York Rivers are within easy access by the large 
creeks which approach the city from the north and south. The 
product of farm and factory can be placed in Washington In 
five hours, Baltimore in six hours, Philadelphia in nine hours, 
and New York in twelve hours. Freight rates are reasonable, 
and service of the very best. Six passenger trains facilitate 
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travel, and run on convenient schedule. The railroad is the 
more convenient mode o£ transportation, but in case of strikes, 
the water transportation would be available to prevent failure to 
fill orders or supply customers. This contingency, however, is 
not likely to arise, as this division of the road has been con- 
structed nearly twenty years, and there has been no approach to 
a strike during that time, and the danger now is still more 
remote, as the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway is under the control 




cf Mr. George W. Stevens, President and General Manager, 
with vvliom his employees are in cordial relation, and who is 
ever ready to redress grievances and right any wrongs that 
may occur without recourse being necessary to other and more 
questionable methods of adjustment. 

Mr. Stevens, in addition to being one of the most thoroughly 
equipped railroad men in America, is a courtly gentleman, and 
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always ready and willing to lend his aid and that of the powerful 
corporation which he so ably represents, to the material ad- 
\-aitcement of the country along the line of his magnificent road. 
Those who may desire to locate in this vicinity and engage in 
agricultural pursuits, will find here a courteous land agent, who 
will take pleasure in showing them farms suited to almost any 
one's fancy. Those who locate near either river will have the 
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advantage of cheap water transportation, as on the York, a line 
of splendid steamers are run daily to Baltimore, stopping both 
ways at Clay Bank Wharf. From this point the city of Balti- 
more can be reached in one night. To those residing on or near 
James River a daily line of boats, including the magnificent 
steamer Pocahontas, is run between Norfolk and Richmond, 
touching at all the river landings. This steamer is new and of 
modern type, superbly equipped, fast and commodious, and the 
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rates for both passengers and freight are very low. Along 
her route are- many of the most historic places in the Old 
Dominion. 

At our railway station are the offices of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, and of Adams' Express Company, the 
former of which is open day and night. These offices will, 
however, in the near fiitnre be removed from the depot and put 




upoii Dnkc of Gloucester Street, in the centre of the city, where 
they will be more convenient to all parties. 

While at present we are without telephonic facilities, there is 
every reason to believe that in a short time we shall be in com- 
munication by phone with the cities of Richmond and Newport 
News, and all points up and down the peninsula, with con- 
nections to the counties of Gloucester, Mathews, King and 
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Queen, etc. ; in fact the line has already been constructed as 
far up as Yorktown. 

Our post-office is a salaried money-order office, and we have 
five mails daily, three east and two west, and one each way on 
Sunday, and the Richmond and Northern papers reach us 
before nine o'clock a. m. daily. 

Our Business Men's Association is now engaged in an effort, 
with every assurance of success, to secure commutation tickets 
at a very cheap rate from here to Newport News, with a view 
to inducing people doing business in the latter place to build 
their homes here and reside in this city, where rents are low and 
living much cheaper, and at the same time have comforts and 
advantages, educational and otherwise, \yhich they do not now 
enjoy. If a sufficient number of persons can be induced to come 
into this scheme to justify the cost of transportation, a train 
will be put on by the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway Company, 
which will run on such a schedule as will enable business men 
and professional men to arrive at their places of business at a 
seasonable hour and return home in the afternoon or evening, 
to enjoy the comforts of a home after the business of the day 
is over. This is a practical plan ; is worked to advantage in 
other places; why not in Williamsburg? 
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SUMMARY. 

From the facts herein enumerated it can readily be seen that 
this city not only has a past of which she is justly proud, but a 
present full of thrift and enterprise, furnishing her people 
inspiration to renewed energy for the bright and splendid future 
now opening up before her ; and that we have inducements for 
many classes of people. To the tourist, it is a source of unend- 
ing and ever-increasing pleasure, as he wanders amid the scenes 
that everywhere meet his eye, telling him of a grand and glori- 
ous past. To the gentleman of means and urgent leisure, who 
seeks rest and a quiet home, where life can be enjoyed, free from 
the whirl and bustle incident to the great marts of trade, this city 
presents all the conditions necessary to the fulfillment of his 
desires. To the man of moderate means, who desires to educate 
his children at the least possible expense, and at the same time 
engage in some employment, the opportunities are here at hand 
which will enable him to do so. To those who wish, either on 
account of the climate or other causes, to change location and to 
establish manufacturing enterprises, our section offers excep- 
tional inducements. To the farmer, zuho has siiMcient vieans to 
pay as he goes, this vicinity offers advantages surpassed by no 
other section. To all of these we say. Come, investigate, see for 
yourselves, and be convinced that this is in reality a book of 
FACTS, and while we do not claim to live in a veritable Utopia, 
yet we do assert that this section has advantages and possesses 
possibilities equalled by few localities, and surpassed by none. 
It is the garden spot of Virginia. 
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PLACES OF INTEREST IN AND NEAR 

WILLIAMSBURG. 

College of William and Mary, founded 1693. Architect, Sir 
Christopher Wren. Burned in 1705, 1859, and in 1862, and 
restored each time on the old zvalls, 

Bruton Parish Church, built in 1678, and rebuilt in 171 5; 
successor to Middletown Church, established in 1632. 

Old Powder Horn, built during the administration of Gov- 
ernor Alexander Spottswood, 1714. 

The old Court-house, built in 1769. 

Home of Chancellor George Wythe; headquarters of Gen- 
eral Washington, 1781. 

Home of William Wirt. 

Home of Edmund Randolph, Secretary of State during 
Washington's administration. 

Home of Peyton Randolph, first President of the Continental 
Congress, 1774. 

Home of Hon. John Blair, Judge of the United States Su- 
preme Court, appointed by Washington. 

President's house at College of William and Mary, acciden- 
tally burned during the occupation of the French troops, while 
en route to Yorktown, 1781, and rebuilt by Louis XVI. out of 
his private exchequer. 

Bassett Hall, home of Hon. Burwell Bassett; also of John 
Tyler, President of the United States, 1841. 

Site of the old Colonial Capitol, burned in 1832. 

Site of the famous Raleigh Tavern, burned in 1859. 

The Six Chimney Lot, where Washington made love to 
Martha Custis. 
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Poor Debtors' Prison. 

Site of the Colonial Palace, now occupied by the "Matthew 
Whaley Model and Practice School." 

Site of tJie first theatre in America, built in 1716. 

Eastern State Hospital for the Insane; oldest in America; 
built ill 1758. 

Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement in 
America, 1607. Seven miles distant. 

Grecnspring. the home of Sir William Berkeley. 

Porto Bello, formerly the Hunting Lodge of Lord Dunmore. 

"Carter's Grove." with its colonial mansion, whose staircase 
bears the sabre cuts of Tarleton's Cavalry. Seven miles distant, 
on the James River. 

"Yorktown," the closing scene of the Revolution, 1781. 
Twelve miles distant, on the York River. 

One mile below Yorktown is the historic "Moore House," in 
which the terms of surrender were drawn up between General 
Washington and Lord Cornwallis. 

Two miles above Yorktown is the fann known as "Indian- 
fields," site of the Indian village of "Kisckiack." 

Two miles above "Indianfields'' is "Bellfield," the residence 
of Edward Digges, Governor of Virginia in 1655, and fourth 
son of Sir Dudley Digges, Master of the Rolls to King Charles 
I. His tombstone is still standing. 

The Braffcrton Building, in the college campus, erected in 
1723, formerly used as an Indian school, the first in America. 

Fort Magrnder and Other earthworks, one mile distant ; scene 
of battle May the 4th and 5th, 1862. between the forces of Gen- 
eral George B. McClellan and General Joseph E. Johnston. 
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College of William and Mary, 

Williamsburg;, Virgfinia. 

i^'Historic surroundings, healthy 
climate, forty-eight miles from Rich- 
mond on the C. & O, Railway. 

Expenses for students willing to 
teach two years in the Public Schools 
of Virginia — board, fuel, light and 
washing — f lo per month ; other stu- 
dents, from J|i2 to $14 per month. 
A tuition fee of #17.50, per half-ses- 
sion, is charged against such students 
only as are not willing to take a pledge 



Session begins October 4th, (900 ; 
Closes last Thursday in June, J90J ; 
The Oldest College in the South ; 
Thorough Normal and Collegiate 
Trainings ^ J^ J^ ^ ^ 



- i ^' ^iZC^'"— ' yjiliy a.3 Alt IIKJX. willing LU lclJ)\.« 

yV/W\ to teach. Medical fee, $3. 

LYON G* TYLER, President* 

M. R. HARRELL, Pres. R. L. SPENCER. Vicb-Prrs. H.N. PHILLIPS, Cashier. 



THE PENINSULA BANK, 



(Chartered March 17. 1897.) 

Williamsburg, Virginia. 



THIS Bank solicits the accounts of corporations, firms and in- 
dividuals, and offers its superior facilities for the transaction 
of business. Special attention paid to collections. 

INTEREST ALLOWED ON DEPOSITS 

Not Subject to Check* 

BOZARTH BROTHERS, 

. . . Manufacturers of and Dealers in . . . 

LUMBER, SASH, DOORS, BLINDS, 

AND 

GENERAL MILL WORK, 

WILLI AMSBURQ, VA. 



Advertjsements. 

CHESAPEAKE & OHIO RAILWAY, 

"I1ic- inoM irit.Tcsliii!;, plcliirdique and pnpul.ir rnulo connci-Hng 

New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Old Point 

Comfort, Williamsburg, Richmond, Virginia Hot Springs, 

Cincinnati, St. Louis, Louisville, Chicago. 

Mountains, Kivers, Canons. Bitllefidds, Historic Places, Health 
and Pleasure Resorts, Summer Homes. 

A riodet Road and Modern Service. 

For illiistratca dwcriptive pamphlets, adiiiess 

H. W. FULLER. General Pass. Agent. 
Washington, D. C. 



The Braithwaite Brokers Supply Company, 

MAIN ST., WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 




MANY LINES OF GOODS. 

Price, $20 to $65. 



HENLEY 4. BLAND,. 



Wanted 



TO PURCHASE ODD LOTS OF 



Shoes, 



Furniture, Clothing, &c., 

To be sold in an Auctioo House. Persons haviuj,' such Goods for sale witt | 
consult their iiitereM by addressing 

C. F. MARABLE, 

Wmi-nubiitZ, VJHJ 



Advertisements. 




mePeeiilondondliiioiMCo., 

CHARTERED 1B99. 
AUTHORIZED CAPITAL, $B0,O0O. 

WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 



John Dahn, Peninsula Land and Immigra- 
tion Agent, dealer in Real Eslate, has for 
sale large and small Slock, Dairy, Poultry, 
Truck and Oyster Farms, River Front Farms, 
large tracts for great Colonies, and Timber 
Tracts. Send for price-list of property. Alt 
communications promptly answered. 

HOME OFFIGE: WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 



VIRGINIA NAVIGATION COMPANY. 

...JAMES RIVER DAY LINE... 
BETWEEN 

RICHMOND, Noriolk. Claremoat, Newport News, OLD POINT COMFORT- 

Floiids and Old PoinI tourists should s« James River by day- 
light, riches, tivcr in Ametica in colonial end »8r scenery. 

THE FAST AND ELEOANT SALOON STEAMER PoC^hOIlfaS. 



Leaves Norrolk Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 7:«a. H.,01d Point 8:00 
A. M.arri.ingalPeictslurgjioop. H., Richmond 5:30 p. ». 

FARE ONE WAY, $1.50; ROUND TRtP, $2.50. 



SYDNEY SMITH, 

Attorney at 1-a.w, 

Williamsburg Va. 



RO. T. ARMISTEAD, 

ATTORNEV AT Law, 

WILLIAMSBUI 

el City County and City of Williamiburg. 
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This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 
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